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CFR(s): 483.475(d)(1)

§403.748(d)(1), §416.54(d)(1), §418.113(d)(1),
§441.184(d)(1), §460.84(d)(1), §482.15(d)(1),
§483.73(d)(1), §483.475(d)(1), §484.102(d)(1),
§485.68(d)(1), §485.542(d)(1), §485.625(d)(1),
§485.727(d)(1), §485.920(d)(1), §486.360(d)(1),
§491.12(d)(1).

*[For RNCHIs at §403.748, ASCs at §416.54,
Hospitals at §482.15, ICF/IIDs at §483.475, HHAs
at §484.102, REHs at §485.542, "Organizations"
under §485.727, OPOs at §486.360,
RHC/FQHCs at §491.12:]

(1) Training program. The [facility] must do all of
the following:

(i) Initial training in emergency preparedness
policies and procedures to all new and existing
staff, individuals providing services under
arrangement, and volunteers, consistent with their
expected roles.

(ii) Provide emergency preparedness training at
least every 2 years.

(iii) Maintain documentation of all emergency
preparedness training.

(iv) Demonstrate staff knowledge of emergency
procedures.

(v) If the emergency preparedness policies and
procedures are significantly updated, the [facility]
must conduct training on the updated policies and
procedures.

*[For Hospices at §418.113(d):] (1) Training. The
hospice must do all of the following:

(i) Initial training in emergency preparedness
policies and procedures to all new and existing
hospice employees, and individuals providing
services under arrangement, consistent with their
expected roles.
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(ii) Demonstrate staff knowledge of emergency
procedures.

(iii) Provide emergency preparedness training at
least every 2 years.

(iv) Periodically review and rehearse its
emergency preparedness plan with hospice
employees (including nonemployee staff), with
special emphasis placed on carrying out the
procedures necessary to protect patients and
others.

(v) Maintain documentation of all emergency
preparedness training.

(vi) If the emergency preparedness policies and
procedures are significantly updated, the hospice
must conduct training on the updated policies and
procedures.

*[For PRTFs at §441.184(d):] (1) Training
program. The PRTF must do all of the following:
(i) Initial training in emergency preparedness
policies and procedures to all new and existing
staff, individuals providing services under
arrangement, and volunteers, consistent with their
expected roles.

(ii) After initial training, provide emergency
preparedness training every 2 years.

(iii) Demonstrate staff knowledge of emergency
procedures.

(iv) Maintain documentation of all emergency
preparedness training.

(v) If the emergency preparedness policies and
procedures are significantly updated, the PRTF
must conduct training on the updated policies and
procedures.

*[For PACE at §460.84(d):] (1) The PACE
organization must do all of the following:
(i) Initial training in emergency preparedness
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policies and procedures to all new and existing
staff, individuals providing on-site services under
arrangement, contractors, participants, and
volunteers, consistent with their expected roles.
(ii) Provide emergency preparedness training at
least every 2 years.

(iii) Demonstrate staff knowledge of emergency
procedures, including informing participants of
what to do, where to go, and whom to contact in
case of an emergency.

(iv) Maintain documentation of all training.

(v) If the emergency preparedness policies and
procedures are significantly updated, the PACE
must conduct training on the updated policies and
procedures.

*[For LTC Facilities at §483.73(d):] (1) Training
Program. The LTC facility must do all of the
following:

(i) Initial training in emergency preparedness
policies and procedures to all new and existing
staff, individuals providing services under
arrangement, and volunteers, consistent with their
expected role.

(ii) Provide emergency preparedness training at
least annually.

(iii) Maintain documentation of all emergency
preparedness training.

(iv) Demonstrate staff knowledge of emergency
procedures.

*[For CORFs at §485.68(d):](1) Training. The
CORF must do all of the following:

(i) Provide initial training in emergency
preparedness policies and procedures to all new
and existing staff, individuals providing services
under arrangement, and volunteers, consistent
with their expected roles.
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(ii) Provide emergency preparedness training at
least every 2 years.

(iii) Maintain documentation of the training.

(iv) Demonstrate staff knowledge of emergency
procedures. All new personnel must be oriented
and assigned specific responsibilities regarding
the CORF's emergency plan within 2 weeks of
their first workday. The training program must
include instruction in the location and use of
alarm systems and signals and firefighting
equipment.

(v) If the emergency preparedness policies and
procedures are significantly updated, the CORF
must conduct training on the updated policies and
procedures.

*[For CAHs at §485.625(d):] (1) Training program.
The CAH must do all of the following:

(i) Initial training in emergency preparedness
policies and procedures, including prompt
reporting and extinguishing of fires, protection,
and where necessary, evacuation of patients,
personnel, and guests, fire prevention, and
cooperation with firefighting and disaster
authorities, to all new and existing staff,
individuals providing services under arrangement,
and volunteers, consistent with their expected
roles.

(ii) Provide emergency preparedness training at
least every 2 years.

(iii) Maintain documentation of the training.

(iv) Demonstrate staff knowledge of emergency
procedures.

(v) If the emergency preparedness policies and
procedures are significantly updated, the CAH
must conduct training on the updated policies and
procedures.
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*[For CMHCs at §485.920(d):] (1) Training. The
CMHC must provide initial training in emergency
preparedness policies and procedures to all new
and existing staff, individuals providing services
under arrangement, and volunteers, consistent
with their expected roles, and maintain
documentation of the training. The CMHC must
demonstrate staff knowledge of emergency
procedures. Thereafter, the CMHC must provide
emergency preparedness training at least every 2
years.

This STANDARD is not met as evidenced by:
Based on record review and interviews, the
facility failed to ensure all staff were trained on
the facility's Emergency Preparedness (EP) plan.
The finding is:

Review on 3/3/25 of the facility's EP plan did not
indicate all new and/or existing staff had received
training and /or retraining on the EP plan.

Interview on 3/4/25 with the Intermediate Care
Facility Director confirmed there had been no
training completed.

E 039  EP Testing Requirements E 039
CFR(s): 483.475(d)(2)

§416.54(d)(2), §418.113(d)(2), §441.184(d)(2),
§460.84(d)(2), §482.15(d)(2), §483.73(d)(2),
§483.475(d)(2), §484.102(d)(2), §485.68(d)(2),
§485.542(d)(2), §485.625(d)(2), §485.727(d)(2),
§485.920(d)(2), §491.12(d)(2), §494.62(d)(2).

*[For ASCs at §416.54, CORFs at §485.68, REHs
at §485.542, OPO, "Organizations" under
§485.727, CMHCs at §485.920, RHCs/FQHCs at
§491.12, and ESRD Facilities at §494.62):
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(2) Testing. The [facility] must conduct exercises
to test the emergency plan annually. The [facility]
must do all of the following:

(i) Participate in a full-scale exercise that is
community-based every 2 years; or
(A) When a community-based exercise is not
accessible, conduct a facility-based functional
exercise every 2 years; or

(B) If the [facility] experiences an actual
natural or man-made emergency that requires
activation of the emergency plan, the [facility] is
exempt from engaging in its next required
community-based or individual, facility-based
functional exercise following the onset of the
actual event.
(i) Conduct an additional exercise at least every 2
years, opposite the year the full-scale or
functional exercise under paragraph (d)(2)(i) of
this section is conducted, that may include, but is
not limited to the following:
(A) A second full-scale exercise that is
community-based or individual, facility-based
functional exercise; or
(B) A mock disaster drill; or
(C) A tabletop exercise or workshop that is led by
a facilitator and includes a group discussion using
a narrated, clinically-relevant emergency
scenario, and a set of problem statements,
directed messages, or prepared questions
designed to challenge an emergency plan.
(iii) Analyze the [facility's] response to and
maintain documentation of all drills, tabletop
exercises, and emergency events, and revise the
[facility's] emergency plan, as needed.

*[For Hospices at 418.113(d):]
(2) Testing for hospices that provide care in the
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patient's home. The hospice must conduct
exercises to test the emergency plan at least
annually. The hospice must do the following:

(i) Participate in a full-scale exercise that is
community based every 2 years; or

(A) When a community based exercise is not
accessible, conduct an individual facility based
functional exercise every 2 years; or

(B) If the hospice experiences a natural or
man-made emergency that requires activation of
the emergency plan, the hospital is exempt from
engaging in its next required full scale
community-based exercise or individual
facility-based functional exercise following the
onset of the emergency event.

(i) Conduct an additional exercise every 2 years,
opposite the year the full-scale or functional
exercise under paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this section
is conducted, that may include, but is not limited
to the following:

(A) Asecond full-scale exercise that is
community-based or a facility based functional
exercise; or

(B) A mock disaster drill; or

(C) Atabletop exercise or workshop that is led by
a facilitator and includes a group discussion using
a narrated, clinically-relevant emergency
scenario, and a set of problem statements,
directed messages, or prepared questions
designed to challenge an emergency plan.

(3) Testing for hospices that provide inpatient
care directly. The hospice must conduct
exercises to test the emergency plan twice per
year. The hospice must do the following:

(i) Participate in an annual full-scale exercise that
is community-based; or

(A) When a community-based exercise is not
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accessible, conduct an annual individual
facility-based functional exercise; or

(B) If the hospice experiences a natural or
man-made emergency that requires activation of
the emergency plan, the hospice is exempt from
engaging in its next required full-scale community
based or facility-based functional exercise
following the onset of the emergency event.

(ii) Conduct an additional annual exercise that
may include, but is not limited to the following:
(A) Asecond full-scale exercise that is
community-based or a facility based functional
exercise; or

(B) A mock disaster drill; or

(C) Atabletop exercise or workshop led by a
facilitator that includes a group discussion using a
narrated, clinically-relevant emergency scenario,
and a set of problem statements, directed
messages, or prepared questions designed to
challenge an emergency plan.

(iii) Analyze the hospice's response to and
maintain documentation of all drills, tabletop
exercises, and emergency events and revise the
hospice's emergency plan, as needed.

*[For PRFTs at §441.184(d), Hospitals at
§482.15(d), CAHs at §485.625(d):]

(2) Testing. The [PRTF, Hospital, CAH] must
conduct exercises to test the emergency plan
twice per year. The [PRTF, Hospital, CAH] must
do the following:

(i) Participate in an annual full-scale exercise that
is community-based; or

(A) When a community-based exercise is not
accessible, conduct an annual individual,
facility-based functional exercise; or

(B) If the [PRTF, Hospital, CAH] experiences an
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actual natural or man-made emergency that
requires activation of the emergency plan, the
[facility] is exempt from engaging in its next
required full-scale community based or individual,
facility-based functional exercise following the
onset of the emergency event.

(ii) Conduct an [additional] annual exercise or
and that may include, but is not limited to the
following:

(A) A second full-scale exercise that is
community-based or individual, a facility-based
functional exercise; or

(B) A mock disaster drill; or

(C) A tabletop exercise or workshop that is
led by a facilitator and includes a group
discussion, using a narrated, clinically-relevant
emergency scenario, and a set of problem
statements, directed messages, or prepared
questions designed to challenge an emergency
plan.

(iii) Analyze the [facility's] response to and
maintain documentation of all drills, tabletop
exercises, and emergency events and revise the
[facility's] emergency plan, as needed.

*[For PACE at §460.84(d):]

(2) Testing. The PACE organization must conduct
exercises to test the emergency plan at least
annually. The PACE organization must do the
following:

(i) Participate in an annual full-scale exercise that
is community-based; or

(A) When a community-based exercise is not
accessible, conduct an annual individual,
facility-based functional exercise; or

(B) If the PACE experiences an actual natural or
man-made emergency that requires activation of
the emergency plan, the PACE is exempt from
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engaging in its next required full-scale community
based or individual, facility-based functional
exercise following the onset of the emergency
event.

(ii) Conduct an additional exercise every 2
years opposite the year the full-scale or functional
exercise under paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this section
is conducted that may include, but is not limited to
the following:

(A) Asecond full-scale exercise that is
community-based or individual, a facility based
functional exercise; or

(B) A mock disaster drill; or

(C) Atabletop exercise or workshop that is led by
a facilitator and includes a group discussion,
using a narrated, clinically-relevant emergency
scenario, and a set of problem statements,
directed messages, or prepared questions
designed to challenge an emergency plan.

(iii) Analyze the PACE's response to and
maintain documentation of all drills, tabletop
exercises, and emergency events and revise the
PACE's emergency plan, as needed.

*[For LTC Facilities at §483.73(d):]

(2) The [LTC facility] must conduct exercises to
test the emergency plan at least twice per year,
including unannounced staff drills using the
emergency procedures. The [LTC facility,
ICF/IID] must do the following:

(i) Participate in an annual full-scale exercise that
is community-based; or

(A) When a community-based exercise is not
accessible, conduct an annual individual,
facility-based functional exercise.

(B) If the [LTC facility] facility experiences an
actual natural or man-made emergency that
requires activation of the emergency plan, the

E 039
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LTC facility is exempt from engaging its next
required a full-scale community-based or
individual, facility-based functional exercise
following the onset of the emergency event.

(ii) Conduct an additional annual exercise that
may include, but is not limited to the following:

(A) Asecond full-scale exercise that is
community-based or an individual, facility based
functional exercise; or

(B) A mock disaster drill; or

(C) Atabletop exercise or workshop that is led by
a facilitator includes a group discussion, using a
narrated, clinically-relevant emergency scenario,
and a set of problem statements, directed
messages, or prepared questions designed to
challenge an emergency plan.

(iii) Analyze the [LTC facility] facility's response to
and maintain documentation of all drills, tabletop
exercises, and emergency events, and revise the
[LTC facility] facility's emergency plan, as needed.

*[For ICF/IIDs at §483.475(d)]:

(2) Testing. The ICF/IID must conduct exercises
to test the emergency plan at least twice per year.
The ICF/IID must do the following:

(i) Participate in an annual full-scale exercise that
is community-based; or

(A) When a community-based exercise is not
accessible, conduct an annual individual,
facility-based functional exercise; or.

(B) If the ICF/IID experiences an actual natural or
man-made emergency that requires activation of
the emergency plan, the ICF/IID is exempt from
engaging in its next required full-scale
community-based or individual, facility-based
functional exercise following the onset of the
emergency event.

(i) Conduct an additional annual exercise that
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may include, but is not limited to the following:
(A) A second full-scale exercise that is
community-based or an individual, facility-based
functional exercise; or

(B) A mock disaster drill; or

(C) A tabletop exercise or workshop that is led by
a facilitator and includes a group discussion,
using a narrated, clinically-relevant emergency
scenario, and a set of problem statements,
directed messages, or prepared questions
designed to challenge an emergency plan.

(iii) Analyze the ICF/IID's response to and
maintain documentation of all drills, tabletop
exercises, and emergency events, and revise the
ICF/IID's emergency plan, as needed.

*[For HHAs at §484.102]

(d)(2) Testing. The HHA must conduct exercises
to test the emergency plan at

least annually. The HHA must do the following:
(i) Participate in a full-scale exercise that is
community-based; or

(A) When a community-based exercise is not
accessible, conduct an annual individual,
facility-based functional exercise every 2 years;
or.

(B) If the HHA experiences an actual natural
or man-made emergency that requires activation
of the emergency plan, the HHA is exempt from
engaging in its next required full-scale
community-based or individual, facility based
functional exercise following the onset of the
emergency event.

(i) Conduct an additional exercise every 2 years,
opposite the year the full-scale or functional
exercise under paragraph (d)(2)(i) of this section
is conducted, that may include, but is not
limited to the following:
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(A) A second full-scale exercise that is
community-based or an individual, facility-based
functional exercise; or

(B) A mock disaster drill; or

(C) A tabletop exercise or workshop that is
led by a facilitator and includes a group
discussion, using a narrated, clinically-relevant
emergency scenario, and a set of problem
statements, directed messages, or prepared
questions designed to challenge an emergency
plan.

(iii) Analyze the HHA's response to and maintain
documentation of all drills, tabletop exercises, and
emergency events, and revise the HHA's
emergency plan, as needed.

*[For OPOs at §486.360]

(d)(2) Testing. The OPO must conduct exercises
to test the emergency plan. The OPO must do the
following:

(i) Conduct a paper-based, tabletop exercise or
workshop at least annually. A tabletop exercise is
led by a facilitator and includes a group
discussion, using a narrated, clinically relevant
emergency scenario, and a set of problem
statements, directed messages, or prepared
questions designed to challenge an emergency
plan. If the OPO experiences an actual natural or
man-made emergency that requires activation of
the emergency plan, the OPO is exempt from
engaging in its next required testing exercise
following the onset of the emergency event.

(i) Analyze the OPQ's response to and maintain
documentation of all tabletop exercises, and
emergency events, and revise the [RNHCI's and
OPOQ's] emergency plan, as needed.

*[ RNCHls at §403.748]:
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(d)(2) Testing. The RNHCI must conduct
exercises to test the emergency plan. The RNHCI
must do the following:

(i) Conduct a paper-based, tabletop exercise at
least annually. A tabletop exercise is a group
discussion led by a facilitator, using a narrated,
clinically-relevant emergency scenario, and a set
of problem statements, directed messages, or
prepared questions designed to challenge an
emergency plan.

(i) Analyze the RNHCI's response to and
maintain documentation of all tabletop exercises,
and emergency events, and revise the RNHCI's
emergency plan, as needed.

This STANDARD is not met as evidenced by:
Based on document review and interviews, the
facility failed to ensure a full scale
community/facility-based exercise, mock drill or
tabletop exercise to test their Emergency
Preparedness (EP) plan was conducted. The
finding is:

Review on 3/3/25 of the facility's EP plan (dated
2/13/25) did not include a full scale
community/facility-based exercise, mock drill or
tabletop exercise.

Interview on 3/4/25 with the Intermediate Care
Facility Director confirmed no facility exercise was
completed.

W 125 PROTECTION OF CLIENTS RIGHTS W 125
CFR(s): 483.420(a)(3)

The facility must ensure the rights of all clients.
Therefore, the facility must allow and encourage
individual clients to exercise their rights as clients
of the facility, and as citizens of the United States,
including the right to file complaints, and the right
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to due process.

This STANDARD is not met as evidenced by:
Based on observations, record review and
interviews, the facility failed to ensure clients' had
the right to dignity and respect regarding the use
of adult clothing protector for 1 of 3 audit clients
(#1). The finding is:

Observations in the home throughout the survey
on 3/3/25-3/4/25, client #1 was observed wearing
an adult clothing protector entering the home
from a grocery store outing, and continuously
throughout the survey. During the dinner
observation staff placed a paper apron around
the neck of client #1 without removing the adult
clothing protector. Further observation on 3/4/25
at 6:30am client #1 was dressed with the adult
clothing protector on while sitting in the living area
watching television.

Record review on 3/3/25 of client #1's Person
Centered Plan dated 2/6/25 revealed adaptive
equipment as a adult bib to be used at
mealtimes.

Interview on 3/4/25 with staff A revealed client
#1's guardian requested he wear the adult bib at
all times.

Interview on 3/4/25 the Intermediate Care Facility
director revealed client #1's adult bib was to be
worn at mealtimes not throughout the day.
NURSING SERVICES

CFR(s): 483.460(c)(5)(i)

Nursing services must include implementing with
other members of the interdisciplinary team,
appropriate protective and preventive health

W 125

W 340
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measures that include, but are not limited to
training clients and staff as needed in appropriate
health and hygiene methods.

This STANDARD is not met as evidenced by:
Based on observation, record review and
interviews, the facility failed to ensure staff were
sufficiently trained to implement appropriate
health and hygiene methods. This affected 2 of 4
audit clients (#3 and #5). The findings are:

A. Observations in the home throughout the
survey on 3/3/25-3/4/25, client #3's fingernails
were noted to be very long.

Record review on 3/4/25 of client #3's medical
administration record revealed nails to be
trimmed weekly. There was no documentation for
the month of February 2025.

B.Observations in the home throughout the
survey on 3/3/25-3/4/25, client #5's fingernails
were noted to be very long.

Record review on 3/4/25 of client #5's medical
administration record (MAR) revealed nails to be
trimmed weekly. There was no documentation for
the month of February 2025.

Interview on 3/4/25 with staff A revealed that nails
are to be be cut weekly and should be
documented on the MAR.

Interview on 3/4/25 with the Intermediate Care
Facility director confirmed clients nails should be
trimmed weekly as written on the MAR.

W 342 NURSING SERVICES W 342
CFR(s): 483.460(c)(5)(iii)
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Nursing services must include implementing with
other members of the interdisciplinary team,
appropriate protective and preventive health
measures that include, but are not limited to
training direct care staff in detecting signs and
symptoms of iliness or dysfunction, first aid for
accidents or iliness, and basic skills required to
meet the health needs of the clients.

This STANDARD is not met as evidenced by:
Based on observations and interviews, the facility
failed to ensure medication techs were
proficiently trained in medication administration
procedures. This affected 1 of 4 audit clients (#5).
The finding is:

Observation of the medication administration in
the home on 3/4/25 at 7:05am, staff C poured the
polyethylene glycol powder into client #5 cup of
water. The mixture was not stirred when poured
into the water, there was noticeable residue of the
medication in the bottom of the cup after client #5
finished drinking the water.

Interview on 3/4/25 with the facility nurse revealed
the medication tech should have stirred the
mixture to ensure the client drank what was
needed without a residue in the bottom of the
cup.

FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICES

CFR(s): 483.480(a)(1)

Each client must receive a nourishing,
well-balanced diet including modified and
specially-prescribed diets.

This STANDARD is not met as evidenced by:
Based on observations, record review and

W 342

W 460
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interviews, the facility failed to ensure 2 of 4 audit
clients (#1 and #3) received their specially
prescribed diet as indicated. The findings are:

Observations in the home on 3/4/35 during
7:00am, client #1 was at the kitchen table for
something to drink. Client #1 received a cup of
water from the sink. The water was not modified.

Record review on 3/3/25 of client #1's nutritional
evaluation dated 2/11/25 revealed nectar think
liquids.

Interview on 3/4/25 with the facility nurse revealed
client #1 should only receive nectar thick liquids.

B. Observations in the home on 3/4/25 during
breakfast, client #3 received chopped pancakes
and sausage.

Record review on 3/4/25 of client #3's nutritional
evaluation dated 2/11/25 revealed client #3
received a regular diet.

Interview on 3/4/25 with staff B revealed client #3
should be on a chopped diet sometimes he will
get choked.

Interview on 3/4/25 with the Intermediate Care
Facility director revealed client #3 should received
a regular diet as prescribed.
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