


































































July 26, 2023 

Ms. Sandra Greene, PhD, Chair 

State Health Coordinating Council 

Andrea Emanuel, PhD, Interim Assistant Chief 

Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section 

Division of Health Service Regulation 

DHSR.SMFP.Petitions-Comments@dhhs.nc.gov 

RE: Carolina Vascular Care, PLLC Petition for Two Operating Rooms restricted to an Ambulatory Surgery Center and 

restricted to vascular access procedures in HSA VI 

Dear Dr. Greene and Dr. Emanuel, 

On behalf of myself and other dialysis patients in my center, I ask that DHSR Planning Staff recommend and that the full 

State Health Coordinating Council approve the request from Carolina Vascular Care, PLLC for an adjusted need 

determination in the 2024 State Medical Facilities Plan for two additional operating rooms in HSA VI restricted to 

vascular access procedures and located in ambulatory surgical centers. 

Presently, no ambulatory surgery centers or hospital outpatient department (HOPD) in HSA VI offer vascular access 

procedures. People like me, who depend on renal dialysis to stay alive, are currently using the office-based centers 

(OBL's) located in Rocky Mount, Greenville, and New Bern for these procedures. My understanding is that these OBLs 

are facing severe financial difficulties due to Medicare's reimbursement cuts and are at high risk of closing unless they 

can convert to ASCs. Without these centers we will not be able to get the local, specialized vascular access care we need 

to stay alive. It will force us to use hospital emergency rooms, be admitted to the hospitals to get a dialysis catheter or 

travel long distances to other parts of NC or other states. 

Hospitals do not have outpatient departments organized for this service and emergency room visits are far too 

expensive. Other medical emergencies put people like us low on the priority list for procedures, and even if we have 

supplemental insurance coverage the costs, including personal costs of long waits and delays, are far from ideal. 

We are familiar with Dr. Gupta and his excellent history in this field. He is advocating not just for his center, but for all 

the centers in HSA VI. Please approve his request, so that we can be assured that these outpatient services will continue 

to be available on a well distributed basis in HSA VI. 

Please approve the petition from Carolina Vascular Care, PLLC to include a special need for two operating rooms 

restricted to vascular access procedures in ambulatory surgery centers in HSA VI. I would be happy to answer any 

questions you may have. Thank you for your time and attention to this critical issue. 

akeethia Ausberry 

708 Lincoln Drive 

Rocky Mount 27801 
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