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No Review 
Record #: 4684  
Date of Request: December 20, 2024 
Facility Name: Gastroenterology Associates 
FID #: 061239 
Business Name: Gastroenterology Associates, PA 
Business #: 817 
Project Description: Change in ownership related Project ID# E-8075-08 
County: Catawba 

Dear Ms. Ivey: 

The Healthcare Planning and Certificate of Need Section, Division of Health Service Regulation 
(Agency) received your correspondence regarding the project described above. Based on the 
representation in your request and the CON law in effect on the date of this response to your request, 
the project as described is not governed by, and therefore, does not currently require a certificate of need. 
If the CON law is subsequently amended such that the above referenced proposal would require a 
certificate of need, this determination does not authorize you to proceed to develop the above referenced 
proposal when the new law becomes effective.   

This determination is binding only for the facts represented in your correspondence.  If changes are made 
in the project or in the facts provided in the correspondence referenced above, a new determination as to 
whether a certificate of need is required would need to be made by this office. As a reminder, it is 
unlawful to offer or develop a new institutional health service without first obtaining a certificate of 
need.  The Department reserves the right to impose sanctions, including civil penalties and the 
revocation of a license, upon any entity that offers or develops a new institutional health service 
without first obtaining a certificate of need. 

Please do not hesitate to contact this office if you have any questions.  

Sincerely, 

Ena Lightbourne, Project Analyst 

Micheala Mitchell, Chief 

mailto:kivey@pda-inc.net
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AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER

June 24, 2024 

Stacey Coffey, CEO (via email only) 
Gastroenterology Associates PA 
415 N Center Street Suite 300 
Hickory, NC 28601 

Re: Project No. AS-398-DLJ/TKM 
FID No. 061239 
CON No. E-011347-17 
Gastroenterology Associates PA 
Interior Alterations 3rd Floor 
Hickory (Catawba) 

Dear Ms. Coffey: 

This letter is to acknowledge receipt of the current construction document submission, dated January 
31, 2024 (received February 6, 2024 – additional fees paid April 23, 2024).  The architectural portions 
of the submission for the referenced project above have been reviewed for conformance with licensure 
rules for Ambulatory Surgery Facilities (10A NCAC Chapter 13 Subchapter C).  The architectural 
portions of the drawings are not approved until we receive satisfactory written responses to the 
following comments: 

1. The previous submission for this project was received June 3, 2019.  We have since adopted the
FGI Guidelines for Design and Construction of Outpatient Facilities.  This project will be re-
reviewed per the 2022 edition of these guidelines.

2. Provide a complete Functional Program with your next submission. [FGI OF Section 1.2-2]

3. Verify how accommodations for written and/or electronic documentation will be provided at the
new Endoscopy Procedure Rooms.  If a built-in feature is to be provided, it must allow for direct
observation of the patient when in use. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-3.2; 2.1-3.2.3.3]

4. Clarify which type of acoustic ceiling tile will be installed at the new Endoscopy Procedure
Rooms and the Endoscope Processing Room.  These ceilings must meet the requirements for a
semi-restricted area. [FGI OF Section 2.1-7.2.3.3(2)]

5. Clarify how the patients’ personal effects will be secured during endoscopy procedures. [FGI OF
Sections 2.1-3.2.3.10; 2.9-3.10.3.2]
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6. Show the locations of patient gurneys at all Prep and Recovery cubicles.  Verify that minimum
3-foot clearances will be provided between the sides of all patient gurneys and adjacent walls,
and a minimum 2-foot clearance will be provided between the foot of all patient gurneys and the
cubicle privacy curtain. [FGI OF Section 2.1-3.7.2.2(2)(b)]

7. At Medication Safety Zone 417, verify that the refrigerator will be lockable and that a sharps
container will be provided, if sharps are used. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-3.8.8; 2.1-3.8.8.2(1)(a)(iii);
(v)]

8. Clarify the location of the required general and equipment supply storage room.  This room must
contain a minimum of 25 square feet of storage space per procedure room. [FGI OF Section 2.9-
3.8.13.2]

9. If a wheelchair owned by the facility will be made available for patient use, indicate on the floor
plan where storage for at least one wheelchair will be provided, directly accessible to the
entrance. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-3.8.13.3; 2.1-3.8.13.3; 2.1-6.2.6.1]

10. If the facility will provide services that required patients to transfer to a facility wheelchair, exam
table or stretcher, a designated area for parking at least one patient-owned wheelchair in a non-
public area, located out of any required egress width or other required clearance, must be
provided. [2.9-3.8.13.3; 2.1-3.8.13.3; 2.1-6.2.6.2]

11. Clarify the locations of required fluid waste disposal facilities for the Procedure Rooms as well
as the Prep/Recovery area. [FGI OF Section 2.9-3.8.15]

12. Verify the location of the required patient toilet room, located readily accessible to the Procedure
Rooms and the Prep/Recovery area.  New patient toilet rooms must have entry doors that either
swing outward or are equipped with emergency rescue hardware. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-3.10.2.1;
2.1-7.2.2.3(5)(a)(i); (ii)]

13. At Endoscopy Processing 414, an instrument air outlet or space for portable compressed air must
be provided where required by the equipment used. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-4.3.2.2(5); 2.9-
4.3.3.2(3)]

14. Clarify the location of compliant clean endoscope storage. [FGI OF Section 2.9-4.3.3.4]

15. As there is no 6-foot wide corridor between the new and existing portions of the facility, verify
that the patients at the new Prep and Recovery cubicles will only be served by the new
Endoscopy Procedure Rooms and that the existing pre-/post- patient care stations will only be
served by the existing procedure rooms. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-7.2.2.1; 2.1-7.2.2.1(2)]

16. Soiled Holding 432 must have a monolithic floor and wall base assembly with an integral coved
wall base carried a minimum of 6 inches up the wall and sealed tightly thereto. [FGI OF Section
2.1-7.2.3.1(6)(a)(ix)]

17. For Plumbing Fixture LA, the discharge point of the faucet must be no less than 10 inches above
the bottom of the handwashing sink basin. [FGI OF Section 2.1-8.4.3.2(5)]

18. For Plumbing Fixture SK, the handwashing sink basin must have a minimum nominal size of 1
square foot, with a minimum dimension of 9 inches in width or length. [FGI OF Section 2.1-
8.4.3.2(2)]
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19. As this facility is an Ambulatory Health Care Occupancy, a horizontal 1-hour occupancy
separation must be provided between the facility and the Business occupancy below.  The
horizontal separation, as well as the supporting construction must both have a minimum 1-hour
fire resistance. [NFPA 101 Table 6.1.14.4.1; NCSBC Section 508.4.4.1; 711.2.3]

A review of the plumbing, mechanical, and electrical drawings will follow. 

It is our understanding that this project was designed under the 2018 edition of the North Carolina State 
Building Codes as a interior alteration of a fully-sprinklered building of Type II-B construction under 
Group B Occupancy and Section 422 Ambulatory Care Facilities.  The project has also been reviewed 
for Medicare/Medicaid certification under NFPA 101 Chapter 38 New Business Occupancies and 
Chapter 20 New Ambulatory Health Care Occupancies within a building of NFPA Type II (000) 
construction.  You may access licensure rules at our DHSR website: 
http://info.ncdhhs.gov/dhsr/testrules.htm. 

Please use our Project No. AS-398-DLJ/TKM and FID No. 061239 on all correspondence related to 
this project and attach a Construction Plan Submittal Form with any project resubmittals.  If you have 
any questions or if we can be of any further assistance, please contact our office at the telephone 
number or e-mail address listed below. 

Sincerely, 

David LyJordan 
Architect 
DHSR Construction Section 
david.lyjordan@dhhs.nc.gov 
(919) 855-3928

cc: Holland & Hamrick Architects, P.A. – Greg Melton (via e-mail only)
Catawba County Inspections Department – Laura Rooks (via e-mail only) 

Kelly Ivey
Highlight
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Gastroenterology Associates 
of Hickory - Existing

Gastroenterology Associates 
of Hickory - Proposed

Gastroenterology Associates, PA: Existing Location in Relation to Proposed New Location

ATTACHMENT C



Gastroenterology Associates, PA: Proposed New Location in Relation to Major Thoroughfares



Gastroenterology Associates, PA: Proposed New Location, Site Plan



Gastroenterology Associates, PA: Proposed New Location, Building View



From: Kelly Ivey
To: Lightbourne, Ena; Stancil, Tiffany C
Cc: Stacey Coffey
Subject: [External] Material Compliance: E-8075-08 & E-11247-17
Date: Friday, December 20, 2024 12:31:35 PM
Attachments: Gastroengerology Assoc Hickory Material Compliance 12.20.24.pdf

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless verified. Report suspicious emails with the
Report Message button located on your Outlook menu bar on the Home tab.

Ena,
 
Attached is a material compliance request for a change of address and change of ownership
on behalf of our client, Gastroenterology Associates, PA.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please do not hesitate to reach out.
We look forward to your quick response.
 
Thanks,
Kelly
 
 
Kelly Ivey
kivey@pda-inc.net
919.754.0303
www.pdaconsultants.com
 

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:  This message is confidential and intended solely for the use of the person
(s) to whom it is addressed.  If you are not the person named, or responsible for delivering it to that person,
be aware that disclosure, copying, distribution or use of this information is strictly PROHIBITED.  If you have
received this communication in error, or are uncertain as to its proper handling, please immediately notify
the sender, delete this e-mail and destroy any copies in any form immediately.

 
 

mailto:kivey@pda-inc.net
mailto:ena.lightbourne@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:Tiffany.Stancil@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:scoffey@gastro-assoc.com
mailto:kivey@pda-inc.net
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pdaconsultants.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTiffany.Stancil%40dhhs.nc.gov%7C3e87ff3d53044aa7c08a08dd211c1285%7C7a7681dcb9d0449a85c3ecc26cd7ed19%7C0%7C0%7C638703126951592986%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NmjBvKiNYhVXnEyEHitWzPhGkSzSYxkoZMLjqIG3o%2BY%3D&reserved=0
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June 24, 2024 


Stacey Coffey, CEO (via email only) 
Gastroenterology Associates PA 
415 N Center Street Suite 300 
Hickory, NC 28601 


Re: Project No. AS-398-DLJ/TKM 
FID No. 061239 
CON No. E-011347-17 
Gastroenterology Associates PA 
Interior Alterations 3rd Floor 
Hickory (Catawba) 


Dear Ms. Coffey: 


This letter is to acknowledge receipt of the current construction document submission, dated January 
31, 2024 (received February 6, 2024 – additional fees paid April 23, 2024).  The architectural portions 
of the submission for the referenced project above have been reviewed for conformance with licensure 
rules for Ambulatory Surgery Facilities (10A NCAC Chapter 13 Subchapter C).  The architectural 
portions of the drawings are not approved until we receive satisfactory written responses to the 
following comments: 


1. The previous submission for this project was received June 3, 2019.  We have since adopted the
FGI Guidelines for Design and Construction of Outpatient Facilities.  This project will be re-
reviewed per the 2022 edition of these guidelines.


2. Provide a complete Functional Program with your next submission. [FGI OF Section 1.2-2]


3. Verify how accommodations for written and/or electronic documentation will be provided at the
new Endoscopy Procedure Rooms.  If a built-in feature is to be provided, it must allow for direct
observation of the patient when in use. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-3.2; 2.1-3.2.3.3]


4. Clarify which type of acoustic ceiling tile will be installed at the new Endoscopy Procedure
Rooms and the Endoscope Processing Room.  These ceilings must meet the requirements for a
semi-restricted area. [FGI OF Section 2.1-7.2.3.3(2)]


5. Clarify how the patients’ personal effects will be secured during endoscopy procedures. [FGI OF
Sections 2.1-3.2.3.10; 2.9-3.10.3.2]
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6. Show the locations of patient gurneys at all Prep and Recovery cubicles.  Verify that minimum
3-foot clearances will be provided between the sides of all patient gurneys and adjacent walls,
and a minimum 2-foot clearance will be provided between the foot of all patient gurneys and the
cubicle privacy curtain. [FGI OF Section 2.1-3.7.2.2(2)(b)]


7. At Medication Safety Zone 417, verify that the refrigerator will be lockable and that a sharps
container will be provided, if sharps are used. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-3.8.8; 2.1-3.8.8.2(1)(a)(iii);
(v)]


8. Clarify the location of the required general and equipment supply storage room.  This room must
contain a minimum of 25 square feet of storage space per procedure room. [FGI OF Section 2.9-
3.8.13.2]


9. If a wheelchair owned by the facility will be made available for patient use, indicate on the floor
plan where storage for at least one wheelchair will be provided, directly accessible to the
entrance. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-3.8.13.3; 2.1-3.8.13.3; 2.1-6.2.6.1]


10. If the facility will provide services that required patients to transfer to a facility wheelchair, exam
table or stretcher, a designated area for parking at least one patient-owned wheelchair in a non-
public area, located out of any required egress width or other required clearance, must be
provided. [2.9-3.8.13.3; 2.1-3.8.13.3; 2.1-6.2.6.2]


11. Clarify the locations of required fluid waste disposal facilities for the Procedure Rooms as well
as the Prep/Recovery area. [FGI OF Section 2.9-3.8.15]


12. Verify the location of the required patient toilet room, located readily accessible to the Procedure
Rooms and the Prep/Recovery area.  New patient toilet rooms must have entry doors that either
swing outward or are equipped with emergency rescue hardware. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-3.10.2.1;
2.1-7.2.2.3(5)(a)(i); (ii)]


13. At Endoscopy Processing 414, an instrument air outlet or space for portable compressed air must
be provided where required by the equipment used. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-4.3.2.2(5); 2.9-
4.3.3.2(3)]


14. Clarify the location of compliant clean endoscope storage. [FGI OF Section 2.9-4.3.3.4]


15. As there is no 6-foot wide corridor between the new and existing portions of the facility, verify
that the patients at the new Prep and Recovery cubicles will only be served by the new
Endoscopy Procedure Rooms and that the existing pre-/post- patient care stations will only be
served by the existing procedure rooms. [FGI OF Sections 2.9-7.2.2.1; 2.1-7.2.2.1(2)]


16. Soiled Holding 432 must have a monolithic floor and wall base assembly with an integral coved
wall base carried a minimum of 6 inches up the wall and sealed tightly thereto. [FGI OF Section
2.1-7.2.3.1(6)(a)(ix)]


17. For Plumbing Fixture LA, the discharge point of the faucet must be no less than 10 inches above
the bottom of the handwashing sink basin. [FGI OF Section 2.1-8.4.3.2(5)]


18. For Plumbing Fixture SK, the handwashing sink basin must have a minimum nominal size of 1
square foot, with a minimum dimension of 9 inches in width or length. [FGI OF Section 2.1-
8.4.3.2(2)]
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19. As this facility is an Ambulatory Health Care Occupancy, a horizontal 1-hour occupancy
separation must be provided between the facility and the Business occupancy below.  The
horizontal separation, as well as the supporting construction must both have a minimum 1-hour
fire resistance. [NFPA 101 Table 6.1.14.4.1; NCSBC Section 508.4.4.1; 711.2.3]


A review of the plumbing, mechanical, and electrical drawings will follow. 


It is our understanding that this project was designed under the 2018 edition of the North Carolina State 
Building Codes as a interior alteration of a fully-sprinklered building of Type II-B construction under 
Group B Occupancy and Section 422 Ambulatory Care Facilities.  The project has also been reviewed 
for Medicare/Medicaid certification under NFPA 101 Chapter 38 New Business Occupancies and 
Chapter 20 New Ambulatory Health Care Occupancies within a building of NFPA Type II (000) 
construction.  You may access licensure rules at our DHSR website: 
http://info.ncdhhs.gov/dhsr/testrules.htm. 


Please use our Project No. AS-398-DLJ/TKM and FID No. 061239 on all correspondence related to 
this project and attach a Construction Plan Submittal Form with any project resubmittals.  If you have 
any questions or if we can be of any further assistance, please contact our office at the telephone 
number or e-mail address listed below. 


Sincerely, 


David LyJordan 
Architect 
DHSR Construction Section 
david.lyjordan@dhhs.nc.gov 
(919) 855-3928


cc: Holland & Hamrick Architects, P.A. – Greg Melton (via e-mail only)
Catawba County Inspections Department – Laura Rooks (via e-mail only) 



Kelly Ivey
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