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As the president of Blue Ridge Bone and Joint Orthopaedics, I am writing 
CRAIG M. BURNWORTH. MD 

F ~ , , &  F ~ o c , , ~ ,  ,Sprr~A4ed~cur# in support of our petition for a single specialty 2 room ambulatory 
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surgery center (ASC) in Buncombe county. Western North Carolina is 

s t , ~ ~ , i d r ~  R ribrnu s,,r&Tn. geographically distinct in its geography and relatively isolated, with 
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Our goal is to  address healthcare's new directive; value and customer 

MICHAEL I. GOEBEL. M D 
experience. 

sp,,,. ,si,r&-enr C<,,<"',i onl,,,purd>" . C C C C ~ ~ ~  

GORDON I. GROH M 0 .  
Shoulder &Elbow 9 r q e v  

A single specialty ASC drives value by operating at and charging lower 
H ~ ~ ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  S ~ , ~ ~ , F A ~ ~ ~ , C , , , ~  prices to  all payors and patients while focusing on the best quality 
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care. A physician owned independent center can additionally benefit 
$I,ne b hfi~i&~!la~ka/erol ~ o r r  from modern contracting and risk bearing strategies, like bundled 
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i m r  s , , , ~ , ~  payments. Our market lacks ASC facilities, leaving most outpatient 
I ; ~ ~ > ~ , ~ I  ~ , I , , , W ~ ~ ~ C  ,Y,,~&-~)Y surgery to  be performed in hospital settings that are more expensive, less 
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r*rxe,o~ o r ~ ~ , ~ l i i ~ d i  S S S S ~ P C ~  Customer experience is a very challenging expectation to  meet in the 

JAMES c KAREGEAWES. M 0. traditional hospital setting. Facility design and operational priority do not 
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.iomrRemnrm,mon RR. , ,~~D, ,  favor the outpatient care we provide and our families receive 90% of the 

EDWARD G LLLY 111, h l ~ .  time. A single specialty ASC is designed from the ground up to  maximize 
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GS,=~SI o~,~,w~G+c s , , ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  safety, efficiency and the patient's experience. 
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I see real benefits to  patients receiving inpatient care as hospitals are 
better able t o  focus on major procedures and the intense level of care 
best deliver in inpatient operating facilities. 

Please consider revising the decision of the SHCC, allow Western North 
Carolina citizens and patients access to  a single specialty demonstration 
projed to maximize modern medical care and value. 
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