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PET SCAN CENTIFICATE OF NEED
RE: FOR THE WESTERN COUNTIES OF
NORTH CARO LINA

Dear Ms. Hoffinan:

A positron emission scanner (PET scanner) is essential for the cire of cancer patients in
the westernmost counties of North Carolina. We built 7 rsgiom | cancer centers across
western Notth Carolina with the assistance of your office and as i affiliate of the Duke
Health System. We are now part of 21st Century Oncolozy, whish is one of the largest
providers of oncology services in the United States. Tt was ¢learly documented that breast
conservation was dertied many ladfes in the rural areas of wistera North Carollna prior to
the advent of adequate facilities close to their home, families, and work. Technology has
progressed. An isolated PET scanner in Asheville, North Carolir g, ia totally inadsquate
for the needs of cancer patients ip Faywood, Jackson, Swain, Mason, and other countics
further west. A glance at a topographical map readily confims this statement.

PET scanning has become an integral and accepted part of vancer staging and diagnosis,
and is ngcessary for carsful ireatment planning and monitonng,

The Med-West Iealth System encompassing Haywood, Jacksca, Swain, and Macon
counties has developed after many months of botls the polit cal ang community leadership
in careful deliberation. This has been necessary to meet the helth care needs of our
communities. We need and appreciate your help.

One demonstrable measure of the need for cancer servicss, is the number of linear
accelerators. There are wow 3 accelerators in this area in full operation, and a year ago
there were 4. Many patients are having to leave the area for care, and this is particularly
hard on the less fortunate of our society. This also adversely ira sacts older individuals
without local family. On behalf of the Jarge number of elde-ly cant er patients in our area,
I respectfully ask for your help,

Respectfully,
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