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HANDOUT D-6  
 
 

 

 

 

• Oral – taken by the mouth and swallowed 

• Buccal – placed between cheek and gum 

• Sublingual – placed under the tongue 

• Eye – placed in the pocket of the eye created when the lower 
 eyelid is gently pulled down  

• Ear – placed in the ear canal created when the external ear is 
 pulled up and back 

• Nasal – placed in the nostril  

• Inhalant – inhaled into the lungs 

• Transdermal – placed and affixed to the skin 

• Topical – applied to the skin or hair 

• Vaginal – inserted into the vagina 

• Rectal – inserted into the rectum 

• Subcutaneous– injected into the fat with a syringe  
 
 
 

 

Common Routes of 
Medication Administration 

 


